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A
ND SOUL OF THE CAL IFORNIAN WHITE ANT. by STEVEN M. SWERSKY.

ThoSe o ;
testimOn: ygu who were rajised in the part of the world where Eugene Marais'
diffiCU1ty ? the Strange antics of ants in the Namid Desert will have no
dedication N conjuring up images 1in your mind of purposefullness and
: Remember those large, fearsome looking insects gathering their

ood’ bui‘din . 3
g9 their ho i in their
pPaths. Very focussed activT:;: and viciously defeating any enemy in

In

basi:a]7;rt° :f_ the jungle called california, the soul of the white ant is

in the ten:‘ ined as those'negative feelings one has about costs invqlved

and how unf cing of the residence you have just bought to poison termites,
ntair you feel the general costs of closing an escrow are.

:::au::e i?ere mention of the word "Namib" rattles your white blood cells,
ik o, rem!nds. you of the newly independent state of Namibia aqd the
& Broth ces this little crack in history has upon your Mom & Dad, Sisters
unspoi]ters{ and your Buddies. Simultaneously, it reminds you of a raw,
Never . :11d beauty that no non-safrican can ever come to understand.
that or’” the fact that you never went there, nor found the time to do
b avongo Swamp trip that you always promised yourself. That wild
gauty 1S 1n your gene structure. See even now you can hear the roar of a
lion in the back of your memory .

There used to a joke, actually a cluster of jokes, circulating Jo'burg
some years ago:

"How many Californians does it take to change a light bulb? Five. One to
do the work and four to share the experience.”

Either |'ve been totally misled, or else | missed the point, but | always
thought that this joke was poking fun at the "Laid Back" attitude that is
supposed to be widespread and rife in dear old Cal. Seems that this
relaxed attitude was prevalent here for about six glorious weeks, in 1966,
bounded in time somewhere between Sgt. Peppers and the Vietnam War.

i could comfortably say that acquisitive greed has wiped out
i;gszr t::Cery:gd stretching and squeezing has.become the oqder of the_dgy.
tretching the hours in the day, stretching your credit to the limit,
=hre hi the number of material things that your household can take.
stretching every cent out of that Dollar, squeezing out your competitors,
Squeezing the maximum number of syllables into an indivisible second,
sq:eezm'g'Have a nice day, Sunshine " was reduced to "A good one," and has
e.g:

' L]
become : 'gun.



Do ; : . Th

othe:Otn-mss that important word “competitors" that you just rﬁadHUMA:
M<>TIVAT|c1>9h-t there was a programme on TV which was ?xp]an}lgded to
intrins; N. Various brilliant psychologists and socialogists alntrinsic
worth ic and  extrinsic values in accomplishing any given task. t a kick
out of : the fuel of self-motivated individuals : the ones who 99t 3 the
reward. pond SOmething because it requires effort and just doing 1 - aph

* Extrinsic worth is the basis of motivation which is PAID. Ei

fan TONeY, Cor i le you
i the number of peop
can contrél etc.p::ljc recognition, or in terms of

And your fierceness as a competitor is going to determine your motivation,

Whether‘ You like it or not. Because people are going to compete with you
willy nilly,

Ihet Capitalist system has as its foundation competition, which is always

outed to bpe the highest good because it results in reduced costs. Qut
nObOdy. eéver stops to think about the costs of what? Most often, something
we don't need. Example?

Once everyone in the world owns an electric can opener, there will be no
market for electric can openers, so the capitalist competitors will start
packaging food in a new type of container which will require a laser to
open. And the competitors will fight for market share and make laser
openers affordably available to every household!

And we are working harder than white ants to own them!

But back to the white ants. My Safrican neighbour was making biltong
during the period in which his house was in escrow. Seems they had to tent
the biltong because the termites got to it..........

i ou're glad you escaped from is the poskantoor. We just

ﬁgggzsgd tggzgpaicel from the home country which had a large AMPTELIK stamp

cross it that read: DEMOLISH this package. It must have been an act of

o ] disobedience on the part of some "radical"™ that left my package

?;Z;ct and my six-pack of Lion Lagers (in litre bottles) arrived
s

undamaged.



t a bored

g:?z' bQSy, busy. Busy as insatiable termites. | have yet thE:ﬁ yourse
o fornian. Nobody has time to be bored. Not even kids. Rem 's nothing to
NIng over and over to your mom : "What should | do? There ted childish
bo' Well nowadays TV and Nintendo have totally eradica ble to 1ook
oredom. |s that a shame? | don't know. In fact take the trou You'll
UP the words boredom or ennui in the English oxford D1ct1onarY;ok them

find a vast array of synonims, antomyms, meanings, etc. Then 90

UP in the Webster. All you'll find is a simple entry:

Boredom: disease encountered everywhere except california.”

What can you make of that? How the Hell should | know? But like the

time-aged cliche' goes.... Yes, the truth hurts.
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